
UNESCO - Education for Sustainable 
Development resources



• Equips individuals, communities and the wider world with 
the understanding, skills, values and attitudes to engage in 
transformative action for shaping green, low emission and 
climate-resilient societies

• Prepares them to live with the impacts of climate change
 Global citizens to care for the planet

What is Education for Sustainable Development?



Review of national 
curriculum frameworks
of 100 countries

In 47% of the documents 
had no reference to climate
change, and when it
appears, the depth was
minimal.

More climate change 
education reference in 
countries vulnerable to 
climate change, as opposed 
to those largely responsible 
for the emissions causing 
climate change.

Where do we stand? 

Source:
https://unesdoc.unesco.o
rg/ark:/48223/pf0000379
591

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379591


• 58,280 teachers from 144 countries
Is climate change important to teachers?
• nearly 95 % of teachers believed that it is important or very 

important to teach about climate change
Are teachers ready to teach climate change?
• fewer than 40 % were confident in teaching it 
• only about 1/3 felt able to explain well the effects of climate change 

on their locality.
• About 40% of teachers are confident in teaching the cognitive 

dimensions of climate change 
• Only about 20% can explain well how to take action.

Are teachers prepared to teach climate change?

Teachers have their say: motivation, skills and opportunities to 
teach education for sustainable development and global 
citizenship (2021)

Source: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379914

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379914


Support for Member States & advocacy at global level

Putting climate education into all curricula and schools  

UNESCO World Conference on Education for 
Sustainable Development (ESD), 17-19 May 2021 in 
Berlin, Germany hosted by Government of Germany 
 Strong political commitments around Berlin 

Declaration on ESD

Pre-COP youth event in September 2021 in Milan, 

Italy 
COP26 in November 2021 in Glasgow, UK

“Ensure that ESD is a foundational 
element of our education systems at all  
levels, with environmental and climate 
action as a core curriculum component
(…)”



Whole school approach to climate education in UNESCO ASPnet Schools

ENGAGE EVERYONE IN A SCHOOL – leadership, teachers, staff, 
students and families 
TO TRANSFORM ALL ASPECTS OF SCHOOL LIFE – school 
governance, teaching and learning, facilities and operations and 
community partnerships 
TO BUILD GREEN, LOW EMISSION AND CLIMATE-RESILIENT 
COMMUNITIES. 

Pilot Phase (2016-2018)
25 countries
258 schools
230,980 students
13,853 teachers

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002467/246740e.pdf


Guidance documents and teaching/learning material

Guide for practitioners
to address all 17 SDGs

through education
(2017)

Guide for schools to 
climate action

(2017)

Country progress
on climate change 
education, training 

and public 
awareness

(2018)

Learn for our
planet
(2021)

Guidance 
document 

for policy-makers 
(2016)

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002464/246435e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002474/247444e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002467/246740e.pdf


Teaching resources on environment

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-
sciences/capacity-building-and-partnerships/educational-materials/



Youth & Lifestyles

 UNESCO/UNEP YouthXchange guidebook series: climate, 
biodiversity, green skills

 takes into account challenges, opportunities, good practices 
and case studies on global challenges and explores the links 
with sustainable lifestyles



Education for Sustainable Development Goals: Learning Objectives 

Publication developed by UNESCO together with a 
research team at the University of Vechta, Germany 
to provide guidance on how to address each of the 
17 SDGs through Education

Peer-reviewed by experts on ESD and on each of 
the SDGs from around the world

Available in several languages (English, French, 
Spanish, Arabic, Russian, Chinese, Portuguese, 
Japanese); translation into other languages ongoing

Complemented by a web platform (SDG Resources 
for Educators) designed for educators, education 
planners and practitioners, detailing how best to 
integrate ESD into teaching and learning, from early 
childhood through secondary education



Sustainable Development Goals - Resources for educators

https://en.unesco.org/themes/education/sdgs/material



All SDGs



The time to learn and act for our planet is now.

#LearnForOurPlanet

Designed for educators, 
trainers and practitioners to 
get resources on how to 
address each of the 17 
SDGs through ESD

offers hundreds of 
pedagogical ideas for 
classroom activities and 
multimedia resources

Available for each SDG for 
Early childhood, Primary
education, and Secondary
education levels



Other sources of inspiration

https://aspnet.unesco.org/en-us



Other sources of inspiration

https://en.unesco.org/prize-esd



Other sources of inspiration

http://whc.unesco.org/en/wheducation/



Other sources of inspiration

https://oceanliteracy.unesco.org/



Other sources of inspiration

https://www.unescogreencitizens.org/



Other sources of inspiration

https://www.trashhack.org/



Other sources of inspiration

https://www.trashhack.org/
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/learnforourplanet



Other sources of inspiration

http://unesco.mil-for-teachers.unaoc.org/



Liberté, j'écris ton nom. // Liberty, I write your name.
Paul Eluard
http://pgoh13.free.fr/liberte_translation.php



Other sources of inspiration

https://www.gcedclearinghouse.org/



UNESCO LinkedIn Group on Education for Sustainable Development
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/9021873/



#LearnForOurPlanet

Thank you for your attention 
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